Life Science

Chapter 1—Extension Lesson
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The Sunland Elementary Coyote

Materials:

Writing journals

The Sunland Elementary Coyote brochure
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DAY ONE:
Before you begin the chapter, tell the story of the summertime coyote (I made sure to emphasize that it no longer lives here and did not live here while children were in school). 
I told them that all animals have needs and one of the coyote’s needs was eliminated, which caused the coyote to leave.  I told them that they were going to think like scientists and conduct an investigation to try to find out where the coyote lived, how it got in, what it ate and how it got it’s water.

Then, they buddy read Chapter 1, Lesson 1.  Working with a partner, they recorded the vocabulary words in the back of their journals two to a page (one at the top, one in the middle).  They wrote the definition, and created a simple illustration representing the vocabulary word.  I had them find the words in the chapter as opposed to looking them up in the glossary—this reinforced what they had just read.  By starting in the back of the journal and working backwards, they will always have enough room and the back of the book can then serve like a personal science dictionary.

Environment, n
The natural world, within which people, animals, and plants live.
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Climate, n
The situation or atmosphere that prevails at a particular time or place.
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DAY TWO:
Use the Concept Review page WB5 in the workbook to review what the basic needs of animals are.

Take a Nature Walk around campus to decide where the coyote might live.  I did this on Computer Lab day so I only had half a class at a time.  We stopped twice and recorded our observations, made simple drawings in our journals and took notes.

DAY THREE:

Buddy read Lesson 2, record vocabulary and discuss.

DAY FOUR: 
I did some coyote research and shared it with the class (a book from the library and info. from the internet).  We discussed adaptation and then I told them that I found out where the coyote had lived and which need had been removed—check and see if Pablo can show your class and tell them how they cut the lower branches so the coyote didn’t have shelter anymore.  If Pablo’s not available, just take them over to the teacher’s lounge area.  The coyote slept underneath the bush right across from the door.  He drank from pools of water that formed every night on the 2nd grade grass.  

We went back to our class and recorded that information on our journals (they will use their journals to do the brochure).

Have them read Chapter 1, Lesson 3 for homework and answer the questions—that was their reading for that night.
DAY FIVE:

Complete The Sunland Elementary Coyote brochure.  We did “Oxygen” together, but they completed the rest on their own.  It took almost an entire afternoon.
[image: image5.wmf][image: image6.png]



